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Public Health Service, HHS § 35.52 

hospital area as the officer in charge 
may designate. In addition, a notice 
shall be posted at the nearest post of-
fice, and notices shall be sent by mail 
to all known persons to whom delivery 
of money and effects of the patient 
may be made under the provisions of 
this subpart. The officer or employee 
who posts or sends notices of sales 
shall make an appropriate affidavit on 
a copy of the notice as to his action in 
that respect, including in his affidavit 
the names of persons to whom copies of 
the notices were mailed and the mail-
ing dates. The copy of the notice on 
which the affidavit appears shall be re-
tained in the files of the station or hos-
pital. 

(b) Form and contents of notice. Notice 
of proposed sales shall be given on a 
form prescribed by the Surgeon Gen-
eral. The notice shall include: an in-
ventory of the effects to be offered for 
sale; the names of the patients from 
whom the effects were received; the 
precise date, time, and place when and 
where the sale will be held; a state-
ment that the articles will be available 
for inspection immediately prior to 
sale, if sold at public auction, or on a 
day and during the hours appointed for 
the inspection of articles if sold by 
sealed bid; a statement that the sale is 
to be held pursuant to the provisions of 
the regulations in this part, that, if the 
articles are to be sold by sealed bid, the 
right to reject all bids is reserved, and 
that, if otherwise authorized, delivery 
will be made of effects or proceeds of 
sales to persons filing claims prior to 
the sale of effects or prior to the trans-
mittal of proceeds to the Surgeon Gen-
eral. 

(c) Time and place of sales. All sales 
shall be held at reasonable hours and 
at such places within the station or 
hospital area as the officer in charge 
may designate. 

(d) Who shall conduct sales. All sales 
shall be conducted by the officer in 
charge or by a responsible officer or 
employee designated by him. 

(e) Sale and delivery. All effects of-
fered for sale shall be sold to the high-
est bidder and delivered to him imme-
diately upon payment of the sale price 
in cash or by postal money order or 
certified check and execution of an ap-

propriate receipt by the person to 
whom delivery is made. 

§ 35.50 Disposition of unsold effects. 
The officer in charge shall dispose of 

effects offered for sale but remaining 
unsold in such manner as he considers 
to be proper, but, if practicable, such 
effects shall be used for the benefit of 
other patients of the Service. 

§ 35.51 Manner of delivery; costs, re-
ceipts. 

(a) If a person entitled under this 
subpart to receive the money and ef-
fects of a patient is unable to take pos-
session thereof at the station or hos-
pital, they shall be sent to him at the 
expense of the United States in the 
most economical manner available. 
The records of the station or hospital 
shall show the names and addresses of 
persons to whom money or effects have 
been sent, the date of sending, the 
means used, an itemized list of the 
money or effects sent, and a statement 
by a witnessing officer or employee 
verifying the foregoing from his own 
observation. 

(b) If not delivered personally by an 
authorized officer or employee of the 
Service, money, evidences of indebted-
ness, and other valuable papers and 
documents shall be sent by registered 
mail (or other safe means). 

(c) Persons receiving the money and 
effects of a patient shall be required to 
execute an itemized receipt therefor. 

§ 35.52 Delivery of possession only; 
title unaffected. 

Except for delivery of effects to pur-
chasers at sales held in accordance 
with § 35.49, delivery or deposit under 
this subpart of the money or effects, or 
the proceeds of a sale of the effects, of 
a deceased patient constitutes only a 
transfer of possession and is not in-
tended to affect in any manner the 
title to such money, effects, or pro-
ceeds. 

Subpart E—Contributions for the 
Benefit of Patients 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 215, 58 Stat. 690, as amend-
ed, 63 Stat. 835 (42 U.S.C. 216); sec. 321, 58 
Stat. 695, as amended, 62 Stat. 1017 (42 U.S.C. 
248). 
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